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Art Unit: 2177 

DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The computer program listing provided in the appendix exceeds the maximum 
number of lines allowed under 37 CFR 1.96(c). Therefore, the appendix will not be printed 
upon allowance of the present application. 

Drawings 

2. This application lacks formal drawings. The informal drawings filed in this 
application are acceptable for examination purposes. When the application is allowed, applicant 
will be required to submit new formal drawings. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Walster 
et al. (Walster), US Patent No. 5,794,239. 

As to claim 1, Walster discloses a method and an apparatus for message matching using 
pattern decisions in a message matching and automatic response system (col. 1, lines 1-4 et seq.) 
In particular, Walster discloses a computing arrangement coupled to a message processor (fig.2, 
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item 12). Walster also teaches the creation of apattern database (fig.2, items 42, 44) that 
includes a plurality of pattern definitions (fig. 2, item 52) and response definitions (fig.2, item 
54), wherein each pattern definition is associated with a response definition including commands 
and instructions for queuing (saving) said commands to a storage medium (fig. 2, item 56 et seq.) 
Walster further teaches the receipt of message character strings (fig. 2, item 14) a. a message 
processor (fig.2, item 50). In addition, Walster teaches the searching of the pattern database for 
pattern definitions that match the message character strings (fig. 33A, item 340 e. seq.) Upon a 
match between the pattern definitions the messages, Walster teaches mat commands are added to 
the storage medium, wherein said commands are subsequent* retrieved from said medium and 
forwarded to the computing arrangement (col. 6, lines 15-25 et seq.) 

As to claim 2, Walster teaches a pattern definition that matches a command prompt 
message and retrieving a command to be forwarded to the host computer (fig. 1; col. 6, lines 15- 

25 et seq.) 

As to claim 3, Walster teaches a host computer coupled to a storage medium (fig. 1 , item 
10) and an operations processor coupled to the host and the data storage system (fig. 1, item 12), 
and a plurality of pattern definitions matching a plurality of selected messages having associated 
responses that are commands required for high level operation (col. 3, lines 45-55 et seq.) 
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As ,o claim 8, Walster teaches denning command queues as a character strings and 
adding character strings representing the commands and dehmiting the character strings with a 
selected character (col. 15, line 47- col. 16, line 18 et seq.) 

5 . The limitations of claims 9-16 have already been addressed in the discussion of 
claims 1-7 above. They are therefore rejected for the same reasons. 



Conclusion 

6 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 



7 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean R. Homere whose telephone number is (703)-308-o647. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 09:30 ,m.-6:00 p.m. 
,f attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessM, the examiner, supervisor, John 
Breene, can be reached on MondayFriday from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at (703,-305-9790. 
Any response to this action sho«.d be maHe* to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 2023!, or faxed to: (703) 872-9306. Hand-delivered responses should be 
hrough.toCrysmlParKn.2121 Crystal Drive, Ar.ing.on. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 




JeanKyHomere 

Prirfw Examiner, A.U. 2177 

December 30, 2003 



